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s p o r t s
by Don Brim e l l
brunel1/gm
SNOW CAPS GRIZZLY SEASON
11-17-69
snorts one fT football
Information Services • U n i v e r s i t y  of Dlontana • lU i s s o u l a ,  f l lontana 59801 * (4 06 )  243-2522
MISSOULA---
Old-man winter officially brought down the curtain on the football season in Mon­
tana Sunday covering Dornblaser Field with a fluffy white carpet.
For the University of Montana Grizzlies it couldn't have been a finer tribute.
White signifying the end of a perfect dream -- 10-0.
Everywhere Montana played in 1969 the weather complemented the fine performances 
and only field conditions hampered the lethal Grizzly. Saturday winter’s first blast 
came only after the 58-0 whitewashing of South Dakota State and the massive victory 
celebration.
While the Tip coaches do not have the time to enjoy the trimmings of a perfect 
season, the players do. Montana coaches dispersed after a Sunday banquet sponsored by 
four Missoula businessmen for all points east and west recruiting for the 1970 season.
For some of the seniors on the Montana team it was a long awaited dream.
Bill Gutman, Montana offensive tackle from Seattle has never played on a champion­
ship team. In high school he played with teams that always took second.
Offensive tackle Tuufuli Uperesa and defensive end John Talalotu played at Aiea 
High School in Hawaii together, for four straight years. Both were All-State those four 
years and Tuufuli was All-American twice. But never did Aiea High win the championship 
although it played in two title games during ijperesa's four years.
After high school, Uperesa went to Wenachee Valley Junior College and Talalotu to 
Columbia Basin College. Both are in Washington. Talalotu’s team won nothing but cham­
pionships, where IJperesa’s team was average. Finally, the two Hawaiians reunited in 
Missoula and put a championship performance together.
more
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For quarterback Ray Brum and defensive end Jim Nordstrom, it was a different story. 
They were victims of a University of Washington chopping block. Both were under Jim 
Owen’s hand but slipped away to Montana. For these two Grizzlies it was two years of 
turmoil before they finally won the game they love.
John Stedham, offensive right guard, had a different problem. He came to Montana 
with Jack Elway from Grays Harbor Junior College also in Washington. He started in 1967 
as defensive tackle, saw his 1968 championship dream go up in smoke and made a fine tran­
sition in 1969 for the final splurge.
While for many the 1969 season was the end of a lifetime dream, others saw it as 
the best championship ever. Some Montana players played on nothing but championship 
teams. Mick Dennehy and Andy Antonovich from Butte were accustomed to the winner's 
circle in Montana high school competition. But Larry Stranahan wasn’t. He spent more 
time warming the bench than tearing up the Missoula Sentinel turf.
The stories of success are many, but the fact is that Montana as a team won the
1969 Big Sky title and with its fine 10-0 mark added to a great final victory will make
a strong bid for the number one position in the NCAA College Division Polls.
While officially the Montana success story is closed, the traveling coaches and 
the anxious players, students and Grizzly fans await the final verdict on the Camellia 
Bowl. It is designated to be decided on Monday Nov. 24.
UM FOOTBALL ’69’
IN1VERSITY OF MONTANA GRIZZLY FINAL 1969 FOOTBALL STATS-Big Sky Champions 10-0 Conference (4-0)
FINAL RESULTS: UM 24, North Dakota 10 
UM 31, South Dakota 20 
UM 52, Northern Arizona 7 
UM 20, Weber State 17
UM 34, Idaho 9
UM 46, Idaho State 36
UM 49, Portland State 14
UM 7, Montana Shate 6 
UM 14, Cal Poly-San Luis 
Obispo 0
UM 58, South Dakota St..-..0
TEAM STATISTICS W UM




TOTAL RUSHING PLAYS 
TOTAL RUSHING YARDAGE 
Yards lost rushing 




NET YARDS PASSING 
TOTAL PLAYS OFFENSE 
TOTAL YARDS OFFENSE 
















































































































INTERCEPTIONS NO YDS AVG TD
TOTALS 148
Stein 11 19] 17.4 0
TOTAL OFFENSE 
Brum
Schruth 4 9 2.5 0 Kent
Gallagher 2 29 14.5 0 Blancas
Hickerson 1 5 5.0 0 Buzzard
Peters 1 3 3.0 0 Hoffmann
Bozzo 1 0 0.0 0 Reilly
Robinson 1 0 0.0 0 Fisher
Nordstrom 1 0 Q.O 0 Caputo
Ochoa 1 0 0.0 0 Ochoa.
TOTAL 23 237 10.3 0 Robinson
R P K FG PTS
0 0 40/41 9/18 67
1 0 0 i0 50
0 0 0 i0 42
1 0 0 0 32
0 0 0 0 30
0 0 0 0 24
0 0 0 0 24
0 0 0 0 24
0 0 0 0 18
0 0 0 0 18
_0 0 0 0 6
2 0 40/41 9/18 335
YG YL NET AVG TD
976 4 972 6.5 4
765 56 709 6.3 3
458 103 355 4.1 4
389 29 360 5.4 7
411 12 399 5.6 4
345 43 302 3.9 6
167 30 137 6.2 1
24 5 19 4.8 0
5 0 5 5.0 0
20 3 17 1.7 0
73 10 63 5.3 0
0 13 -13 -6.5 0
24 34 -10 -1.25 0
3657 342 3315 5.3 29
COM PCT INT YDS TD
48 .403 6 969 11
11 .440 1 199 3
1 1.000 0 54 1
1 .500 0 11 0
0 .000 1 0 0








































TOTALS 772 3315 1233 4548
PUNTING NO YDS AVG BLKD
Ochoa 61 2274 37.2 1
RECEIVING NO YDS AVG TD
Bain 17 473 27.8 5
DeBord 11 268 24.4 3
Blancas 7 136 19.4 2
McMahon 8 147 18.3 3
Reilly 8 111 13.9 1
Buzzard 4 55 13.8 1
Miles 2 23 11.5 0
Kent 2 8 4.0 0
Caputo 1 13 13.0 0
Ochoa 1 -7 -7.0 0
TOTALS 61 1233 20.2 15
PUNT RETURNS NO YDS AVG TD
Stein 27 191 7.1 0
Dennehy 6 52 8.7 0
Robinson 3 9 3.0 0
TOTALS 36 252 7.0 0
TOTAL OFFENSIVE AVERAGE PER GAME
UM--454.8 yards
0PP--282.0 yards
RUSHING AVERAGE PER GAME
UM--331.5 yards
OPP--111.5 yards
















' 8 8.0 0
0 0.0 0
0 0.0 0
29 626 21.6TOTALS 0
